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While many meetings around the world are hampered by COVID-19 restrictions, the
“International Occupational Hygiene Association-2021” conference was virtual this year.
Networking among occupational health professionals is an added benefit of this conference. It was
a well-organized and well-run virtual conference, which took place during the week of 11-15th
September 2021. The virtual conference was convenient for me to be able to choose between
different sessions and to have the flexibility to access prerecorded content.

The conference served as an excellent forum for stimulating and constructive discussions
regarding occupational hazards and risk management since my research focuses on such topics. The
poster I presented at the conference has been allocated in the occupational health management
section. The poster was: “Intention to get COVID-19 vaccine among Mongolian healthcare
workers during the first pandemic wave: a cross-sectional survey. B.Turbat, F.].Tsai, Taipei Medical
University, Taiwan”. Apart from presenting my poster, it was great to hear what other researchers
had to say. Additionally, I enjoy listening to presentations that are unrelated to my research, as they
are equally stimulating.

From IOHA 2021, I have gained a lot of experience and a deeper understanding of
occupational hygiene in different industries. In particular, several excellent discussions were held
about COVID-19 cluster outbreaks among workers in Asia-Pacific countries during the Asian
Network Occupational Hygiene session. Based on my background and related to my research, I
was most interested in the topic of “Major occupations or workplaces with COVID-19 outbreak
by country” by Dr. Dong-Uk Park. Because I wondered that how do workplaces control their
infectious diseases and if there is any data on this or not at the early stage of the COVID-19
pandemic. In this study, it was explored and results were gained. Their research centered on the risk
of infectious diseases in different workplaces, and they identified the gaps in health legislation
pertaining to infectious diseases in those workplaces, as well as the lack of occupational data on the
number of infections and deaths from infectious diseases in those workplaces. Therefore, I believe
those findings will be valuable in managing future prevention measures against emerging and re-
emerging infectious diseases in various workplaces, and this could help SMEs to continue working
during pandemics.

10
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The highlight at the opening session was the keynote address by Dr. Tzu-Lien Zhou, Director-
General Ministry of Labor in Taiwan and I found his speech to be quite remarkable, as he managed
to provide us with a detailed overview of the whole system in just a few minutes. By listening to his
address on "Strategy to Improve Occupational Hygiene Capabilities for Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises in Taiwan", I developed a greater understanding of small and medium-sized enterprises
in Taiwan. His emphasis on SMEs' network management model left an indelible impression on me.
This management tool is crucial to SMEs obtaining reliable occupational health services in Taiwan.
I believe that other countries could benefit greatly from reading this document. Another important
point is the promotion of occupational health services for SMEs by workers' health services, as well
as the valuable achievements of these systems. Based on this result, Taiwan showed impressive
achievements in occupational health. Furthermore, implementing different processes based on the
type of industry was a great idea.

I believe that in the future if the Taiwan Occupational Hygiene Association (TOHA)
introduces detailed information about a worker’s health service system in Taiwan in the next
IOHA conference, it will be a valuable help for low-income countries to develop their worker’s
health systems. Also, as the current pandemic illustrates that SMEs are mostly affected and may
close temporarily or permanently around the world. Therefore, I believe TOHA might be
considered to help SMEs maintain continuity of operations during epidemics of infectious diseases
and Dr. Chayadhana Chaimongkol is a great resource for this purpose. A continuation of business
without the risk of hazards is one of the most important things during an outbreak or pandemic
of infectious disease. So, maybe it will help to create a new model for SMEs’ occupational health

during a pandemic.

I was very happy that I got the chance to attend the conference, listen to papers addressing
various topics, and present my own work. This was made possible by the TOHA grant that was
sponsored by SHENG YI TECH & ANALYTICS CO., LTD., Startech Instruments Co., Ltd.,
and Cheng Yi Industrial Safety & Health Co., Ltd. Also, many thanks should go to my advisor
Prof. Feng-Jean Tsai for her full support and advice. This conference gave me time to reflect and
grow in many aspects of my personal and professional life. This experience of attending the IOHA
2021 virtual conference in Daegu, Korea will become an invaluable treasure of memory to be

cherished in my life. .
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Type: Special Lectures Speaker: Ying-Fang Wang
Title: Application of Sensor, 10T and Big Data for Occupational Exposure Assessment
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R2i B ERBARERBPEFAT o FR2

Type: Keynote Speeches Speaker: Gurumurthy Ramachandran
Title: Data, Professional Judgment, and Modeling in Occupational Exposure Assessment
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Februa ICOH 2022 Melbourne -
6 30 1;02}; 33rd International Congress on Occupational Health Rome Global
o https://icoh2022.net/ Digital Congress
Australian Institute of Occupational Hygienists (AIOH)
March 2022 Conference Sydney, Australia
19-23, 2022 https://www.aiha.org/events/aioh-2021-conference-and- (in-person)
exhibition-challenge-for-change
American Industrial Hygiene Conference and Exposition Nashville,
May Tennessee
(AIHce) 2022 .
23-25, 2022 . (in-person and
https://www.aihceexp.org/ .
§ § virtual)
June British Occupational Hygiene Society (BOHS) Belfast, UK
20-23,2022  OH 2022 Conference in-person and
’ https://www.bohs.org/events-networking/events/upcoming- \(firt 11; al)
events/detail/0h2022/
34th Annual Conference of the International Society for Hybrid Event,
September . . . Athens, Greece
Environmental Epidemiology (ISEE 2022) .
18-21, 2022 . (in-person and
https://isee2022.0rg/ .
* S virtual)
September Internatlonal.Soaety of Exposure Science (ISES 2022 ) Lisbon, Portugal
25.29,2022  ‘Annual Meeting (in-person)
’ https://intlexposurescience.org/ises-2022-annual-meeting/ P
November Amer.lcan Public I.-I.ealth Association (APHA) 2022 Annual Boston, USA
Meeting & Exposition
6-9, 2022 . (to be confirmed)
https://www.apha.org/annualmeeting
November 23rd World Congress on Safety and Health at Work 2023 Sydney, Australia
27-30, 2023 https://www.safety2023sydney.com/ (to be confirmed)
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